Catherine of Aragon
(1485-1536)
Born: 1485 at Alcala de Henares, Madrid, Spain
Queen of England
Died: 7thJanuary 1536 at Kimbolton Castle, Huntingdonshire

Catherine of Aragon was a Spanish princess born in 1485, destined to be married to a prince and also a king she ended her days in Kimbolton of a serious illness.

Catherine was born in Spain to Ferdinand and Isabella in 1501 she was to take a journey that would change her life.  Catherine came to England to marry the then heir of the throne prince Arthur.  Arthur was not a strong person and was always ill and he died in 1502.  The second son (also called Henry) of Henry VII had already met Catherine and was very taken with her, this and the fact that Henry VII didn’t want Catherine’s dowry to go back to Spain caused people to encourage her to stay at the palace.  But over time the king became less and less happy with an alliance with Spain and forced Henry to repudiate his betrothal with Catherine. On April 21st 1509 Henry VII died and his son became Henry VIII, and he still wanted to marry Catherine and so they were married in June that year.  Between 1509 and 1518 she had 7 pregnancies but most of the babies were either still born or died soon after they were born.  One exception to this was Mary who was to comfort her in her later years after much strife. 

Catherine was a devout catholic she observed mass several times a day like she would have done if she was in Spain sometimes Henry accompanied her but he was not so strong in his faith as she was.  The majority of people in England at this time were also Catholic.  But the times were right for change in worship many people were becoming disenchanted with the Catholic rites of confession and idolatry.  Some people were beginning to practise the new faith from Germany, Protestantism.

Catherine was unable to produce a male heir and this fact along with the reformation gathering pace in England enabled Henry to cast her off and divorce her.  Catholicism did not allow divorce saying that a marriage was for the life of the partners.  And Henry who already had moved from Catherine’s bedroom by1525 needed no encouragement to set her aside as he had fallen in love with another woman Anne Boleyn.  She insisted that she and Henry were to be married before she would let him have relations with her. The main reason for this was she wanted the position of Queen for herself, and any child born to her and Henry would be a bastard and this wasn’t in her plans at all.  She managed to hold Henry in check for four long years while he pleaded with Catherine for a divorce even appealing to the pope in Rome.  Finally, in desperation towards the end of those four years Henry began to look for another way to get rid of Catherine and he turned to the bible which stated that if a man married his brothers wife there would be no issue from the marriage.  The verse he used was from Leviticus “If a man takes his brothers wife it is an unclean thing.  He has uncovered his brothers nakedness, they shall be childless” Leviticus 20:21 NKJV.  The problem was that Henry had to get Catherine to agree that she and Arthur had consummated the marriage.  She in all honesty denied this and right up to the actual divorce she carried herself with honour and dignity despite the tricks that Henry tried to use to be free of her.  Finally Henry who had been refused by the pope and when he retried for a dispensation he was delayed yet again.  Henry by this time felt he had to take drastic steps after all he was in the right didn’t the word of God say so?  He took a very radical step probably encouraged by his mistress Anne who had given herself to him and was pregnant and all of a sudden it was very important he was free of Catherine.  Henry instructed parliament to pass a series of acts to make him head of the church in England thus creating The Church of England now as he was the head of the church he could do as he liked.  He commanded the new Archbishop to annul the marriage which he did thus freeing Henry to marry Anne.

Catherine remained true to her faith all her life and refused to sign an act to accept the king as head of The Church of England.  She finally died at Kimbolton  praying for forgiveness for her enemies and was buried at Peterborough cathedral.  She remained true the strict rituals of the catholic face and indeed in this it seemed to be her only consolation at the end when she was deserted, or was forced to live apart from those she loved

