                                          Faith 

What is faith?

Where does faith come from?

Do I have much faith?

Praying in faith?

   What is faith?

Faith is an intangible thing that we cannot see and yet we can feel it, other people cannot lay their hands on it and yet they often say this or that person has much faith.  The bible holds up this fact that we cannot see faith, in Hebrews the bible states that "Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things unseen" (Hebrews 11:1. NKJV).  We can't pick faith up like we could a book for instance, When I first became a Christian and found God is real it was really hard to understand what faith was and even if I had any.  Yes I trusted God but believing things would happen because of that trust was a lot more difficult.  Further faith is hard to quantify and I don't hear many people say I have lots of faith, though the reverse is often true many people say they don't have enough faith.  Perhaps to make it a bit easier to understand what faith is we can take a worlds eye view of it.  Take an important occasion, in this case I will use my wedding, I knew when it was going to happen, I also knew people would bring gifts mostly because we had a wedding gift list they would be things we expected but some would be a suprise to us.  We believed and trusted that it would all come together on the day but also we were anticipating the day because we wanted it to happen.  

Faith is a lot like this; it's not a wedding or a birthday, it can be something quite different, like wanting a breakthrough in your walk with God,  but it is still that air of assurance and anticipation that one has at those times.

God is full of suprises, we have faith i.e. confidence and certainty that he will supply our needs and more.  Beginning with a confidence in God's character,  he is who he says he is.  Moving on to a certainty he loves us we are his children and he wants to give us good things.  We may not have the manifestation of those promises yet but we believe in faith we will have them be it healing or aid in times of need.

   Where does faith come from?

Supernatural faith comes from God and the Holy Spirit we cannot gain faith by our striving or even our achievements.  The bible says that faith is a gift from God in the gospel of John it says "It is the spirit who gives life; the flesh promises nothing.  The words that I speak to you are spirit and they are life” (John 6:23)  In Ephesians Paul makes a statement to the church based there “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9. NKJV)  in these two verses Paul states uncompromisingly that faith is a gift of God.  Though we nurture it in our hearts God gives us faith to do with as we will to make it grow or let it die it is our choice.

Do I have much faith?

This is the question probably we ask ourselves every time we pray or think about something that needs God’s interaction.  The problem is when we do this Satan has a chance to step in and make us doubt we have the faith to expect what we are asking for to happen.  For instance healing is the age-old question.  A person is ill so you offer to pray for them nothing happens to our eyes and we start to question whether we have enough faith or indeed whether the person who is ill has enough faith to be healed.  I have known quite a few people who tell me they don’t have enough faith to be healed of this ailment or another.  But the bible says that if we have the faith of a mustard seed it can move mountains. “Jesus said to them because of your unbelief for assuredly I say to you if you have the faith of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move and nothing will be impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20. NKJV) Jesus himself says that we should never call our faith into question for we can indeed move mountains.

Praying for faith

Of course the fact that we have either the faith of a mustard seed or a lot more faith doesn’t mean we shouldn’t ask for more. Daily in our prayers should be the cry to God make me more faithful; not so we can do good works, for remember faith is not measured that way, but by the heart.

Praying in faith

Praying in faith is saying I am asking for this thing Father and I know in my heart that you will do it and I’m going to thank you for it even as I am asking.  Jesus talked a lot about faith and the importance of it often through stories or parables making practical examples that the people would see or hear and be able to understand.  One such example is the one I mentioned earlier of the moving of mountains and another is of the fig tree which Jesus caused to wither and die because it wasn’t bearing fruit.  The disciples were amazed when they saw this happen: “So Jesus answered and said to them, ‘assuredly I say to you if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain be removed and cast into the sea; it will be done.  And whatever things you ask for in prayer, believing, you will receive” (Matthew 21:21-22  

